


Old Wilsonians’ Lawn Tennis Club 
Hayes Hill, Hayes, Bromley, Kent, BR2 7HN
Tel: 020 8462 2600


CHAIRMAN’S NEWSLETTER – 24 JULY 2020


Hello everyone

Firstly, I am really pleased that we have been able to re-start club sessions, albeit in a modified form, following a further easing of Government restrictions. They start again from today, Saturday 25th July, at 2pm. We cannot allow "turn up and play" yet so members wishing to take part will need to book their place each week in advance. This also allows us to collect the details we are required to gather to support contact tracing.

Booking for tomorrow - Saturday 25th July - is on this link and there are a few spaces left. Please have your ClubSpark login to hand. As each Saturday needs a different link we will email that out to everyone either late on Saturday or on Sunday ready for the following weekend.

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/OldWilsoniansLawnTennisClub/Coaching/Summary/a7a5d530-a023-4c8b-9a3e-ed3912526e4f

We will be using 5 courts so must limit the number of people who can book. If your circumstances change after you have booked a place please cancel your booking. ClubSpark will create a waiting list and as spaces become available other players are offered a space on a first come first served basis.

The club will be supplying balls for the session. Players will be organised into fours and play 5 games before rotating. In order to avoid members congregating to create new groups of four this will be done for you.  As this is a new situation for us all, we are required to manage the risks inherent in further easing the restrictions, so we will make no apology if we have to remind members about maintaining social distancing at all times. A volunteer will be on hand each week to help make this happen - for the first week I shall be doing this myself. 

So if there are any questions, please direct them to me at nigel@nigeljordan.com

REMINDERS
1. If you cannot use a court you have booked, please cancel it. The courts are busy and it is really frustrating to see courts left empty when they are booked out.   You can do this in the Manage Bookings section of ClubSpark which can be accessed via your booking confirmation email or via your Profile from the dropdown menu at the top right hand side of the screen or by clicking on My Bookings at the top of the booking sheet.  We are now monitoring this and following up where we find booked courts left empty.
2. Please do NOT drop children off and pick them up outside the club gates. Hayes Hill is a private road and the residents are entitled to expect you to use the car park which has lots of space.  Please bring your fob to the club if you are driving.
3. The hut and pavilion are now open – to a limited extent.  Toilet facilities are available and you can pay for floodlights if you are playing at the end of the day. But please do not congregate in these buildings.  And always remember to bring hand sanitiser with you.

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS
The last date for entries into all of the events is Thursday 30 July.  If you wish to be included please email Chris Gurr immediately - wissey@yahoo.co.uk.   We will not be accepting late entries. 

JUNIOR TENNIS BOX LEAGUES
Thanks to Laura Perrins, we have junior box leagues up and running.  If you are involved, please make sure you are arranging your matches. 

JUNIOR WINTER LEAGUE FIXTURES
We are just starting to consider the teams we can enter for the coming winter season.  A further, more detailed note will be coming out soon so please watch for that.   If you are interested in playing, please contact Tim Skillicorn who coordinates all of this by email to tskillicorn@hotmail.com.

FACILITIES
New post holes have been installed on the Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA – also known as court 7) in readiness for installing a new permanent tennis net. The latest information is that will happen next week. It should make for a better experience for anyone playing tennis on that court.

We also now have a starting date of 7th September for the installation of the new floodlights to the MUGA. There will obviously be a bit of disruption for a few days but it is terrific news that the work should completed before the winter. 

100 CLUB
Our 100 club started its next season on 1 July. I know many of you have re-joined.  But we do have quite a lot of new members so this is my opportunity to ask them to consider joining this.

Strictly, this isn’t a “100 club” as we have slightly more numbers than that these days. Members pay £12 for a number which is entered into a prize draw each month. Of course we are happy for members to buy more than one number – hence numbers are sold in multiples of £12 per year.

Last year the 100 club raised £714 for the tennis club and paid out even more to the lucky winners who were Sean Wadsworth, Valerie Ford, Richard North, Bob West (x2), Tony Clark, Norman Holmes (x2), John Goskie, Ron Kirby, John Lawrence (x2), Paul Jenkins, Graham Watts and Wendy Atkinson.

Because of Covid 19 we prefer to get members to pay for their numbers online – directly into the 100 club bank account – which is separate from the club’s main account.  You can pay for your numbers monthly or yearly via direct debit as a number of members are already doing. The account is:
OWLTC ‘100’ club
Sort Code: 20-05-57
Account #: 90470538
 
Martin Partridge organises this for the club. So if you would like to join, please email him at mapartri@hotmail.co.uk  Given the technology available nowadays you can easily make a direct transfer into the 100 club bank account. Please show your name as the reference – and do please email Martin to tell him if you do this.  Your numbers in the club draw will be confirmed to you once payment has been received.

RECYCLING OLD TENNIS BALLS
For those who don’t know this already, the club recycles old tennis balls – and indeed it is a small money-earner for us. We can recycle both low pressure balls used for mini tennis as well as the usual yellow ball.  Knowing that many of you provided your own tennis balls throughout the initial easing of restrictions, you can now recycle them once they’ve reached the end of their playing life.  We can take almost anything as long as it isn’t weather damaged (i.e. retrieved from around the courts after months of getting wet!) discoloured, or having damaged or frayed nap, or those have been worn down to become practically threadbare. There is a dustbin in the entrance to the Hut, clearly marked for your use.  So please don’t put rubbish in there.  It is just for the used balls we recycle.

- - 00 - -

Continuing our feature of introducing members of the tennis committee, this time I introduce our esteemed treasurer Bob West and Judy Evans, our Welfare Officer – who ensures we all stay safe, and especially ensures the club protects children and vulnerable older people.  

BOB WEST 
[image: ] Bob was born in 1946 and grew up in Bristol – he still retains the accent!  He went to a couple of grammar schools where he enjoyed playing tennis & rock climbing. He claims he could not envisage university so joined Lloyds Bank in their Clifton branch. After 18 months was transferred to Filton and at the age of 22 volunteered to work in London for a year for an extra ten guineas a week (that doubled his earnings). He then had the choice to either stay in London or move back to Bristol. By then he had been introduced to Rugby as well as tennis at Lloyd's Bank club at their Sydenham ground. He had also met his (to be) wife Linda. So he then had no choice, he stayed!
Linda and Bob were married in 1972 and first settled in Penge for three years then moved to West Wickham where he has remained to this day. The couple have two children, David & Hannah who are now in their 40s. 

Bob joined OWLTC, together with Clive Prince, Steve Drew, John Walker and Roy Jawaheer, after Lloyd's sold their ground about 20 years ago. Whilst never in the 1st team, Bob had played against OWA many times and always enjoyed the hospitality. Both Clive and Bob were persuaded to join the OWLTC Committee and for his sins he has been Treasurer for the last 15 years. His claim to fame tennis-wise is getting to the Club finals three years in a row and winning twice, but that was now almost 20 years ago.  

Many of you will know of Bob’s other interests and will have seen him pottering around in one of two 1930s Austins or a 1952 MG and of course singing, which he now confines to the local church choir. St Mary's West Wickham is his spiritual home and guess what? Yes he has been treasurer there for the last 12 years and has been claiming their Gift Aid Tax since 1985.

JUDY EVANS

Judy is the Welfare Officer for the club. She is responsible for promoting safeguarding and works with the Committee to ensure a safe and inclusive environment for everyone.  She ensures that relevant policies are in place and attends regular LTA training on her role.  She is also the Club Ballot Administrator for the Wimbledon Ballot and like us all is disappointed that the Tournament has been cancelled this year.

Judy grew up in a small village near Tonbridge, but moved to London when she joined the GLC as a trainee legal assistant.  After several years working in property law at the GLC and Southwark Council, she became a full time Mum to her two children, Lara and Chris who are now in their 30s.   She became interested in educational matters and was elected as a parent governor at her children’s school as well as working as a volunteer in the school, helping with reading recovery.  She continues to be a member of the school’s governing board as well as being a governor of a special school in Lewisham. Her governor responsibilities include Safeguarding and Special Educational Needs. She joined Lewisham Education in a full time capacity to advise and train school governors until she retired.[image: C:\Users\jordan\Pictures\Judy Evans.jpg]

Judy played tennis at Southwark Sports Club and public courts before joining Wickham Park Tennis Club with her husband Nigel when they moved to the area. They both defected to Old Wills with the Wickham 7 in 2014 and now play regularly.  They enjoy hosting quizzes at the club (and for family since Covid-19).  She is delighted to have 3 grandchildren aged 3, 1 and 8 months. 

--oo--

As always, please let a member of the Committee know if there is anything you wish to raise.  If you have recently joined the club and need information, or introductions, please ask.   And remember, always stay safe, err on the side of caution and avoid this virus if you can.

Until the next newsletter, please watch out for further information from the LTA in emails from Judith, on our website https://www.oldwilsonians.com/tennis and on Facebook (don’t forget to sign up https://www.facebook.com/oldwilstennis).

 
NIGEL JORDAN
CHAIRMAN 
OWLTC
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